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The Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries (DAHD&F), Ministry of Agriculture,

Government of India, hosted two events namely the 33rd Session of the Asia-Pacific Fishery

Commission (APFIC) and the 5th Regional Consultative Forum Meeting (RCFM) during 19 – 25 June

2014 at Hyderabad. The events were organised at M/s Novatel Hotel, HICC, Hyderabad and the National

Fisheries Development Board (NFDB) coordinated the events under the auspices of DAHD&F. These

two events are organised by the APFIC of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United

Nations every two years by rotation amongst the Member-countries of the APFIC. While the RCFM is a

sort of Seminar/Workshop organised to discuss fisheries and aquaculture issues of topical importance in

the Asia Pacific Region, the APFIC Session is a formal event of the Member-countries to arrive at

important conclusions/decisions (although not binding) for sustainable development of fisheries and

aquaculture in the region.

The was held during 19th to 21st June

2014. The RCFM is a biennial event organised byAPFIC Secretariat (FAORAP) and was attended by 80

participants from 21 APFIC Member-Governments, various international and regional Organisations/

partners and representatives of private sector. The event was hosted by the Govt. of India and

coordinated by NFDB. The theme of the Meeting was on ‘Responsible Management of Fisheries and

Aquaculture in theAsia-Pacific’.

5th Regional Consultative Forum Meeting (RCFM)

33rd Session of the Asia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC) and 5th Regional

Consultative Forum Meeting (RCFM) held from 19 – 25 June 2014 at Hyderabad

Shri Radha Mohan Singh, Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture, Govt. of India, delivering the Inaugural

Speech at the 33 Session ofAPFIC on 23 June 2014 at Hyderabad
rd rd
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There were two parallel Fisheries and Aquaculture Sessions, in addition to the general Plenary

Session. The Aquaculture Session focussed on promoting sustainable intensification of aquaculture

(SIA) in the region, while the Fisheries and Environment parallel Session was intended to enable greater

coordination between ongoing and pipeline GEF and GEF/IW marine ecosystems, capture fisheries and

marine environment projects in the region. The recommendations of both sessions were represented at

the 33rdAPFIC Session for endorsement.

The was held during 23rd to 25th June

2014. The Session was attended by 27 representatives from 17 of the APFIC Member-countries, the

APFIC Secretariat, Observer-country Lao PDR, representatives of three partner regional Organisations

namely the Bay of Bengal Programme Inter-Governmental Organisation (BOBP-IGO), the Mekong

River Commission (MRC) and the Net work ofAquaculture Centres inAsia-Pacific (NACA).

The opening of the 33rd Session commenced with the lighting of traditional lamp by Shri Radha Mohan

Singh, Hon’ble Union Minister forAgriculture, Govt of India, and other dignitaries. Mr. Peter Kenmore,

FAO representative to India welcomed the delegates. Dr. Raja Sekhar Vundru, Joint Secretary

(Fisheries) made the introductory remarks. Dr. M.V. Rao, Chief Executive, NFDB was present.

33rd Session of theAsia-Pacific Fishery Commission (APFIC)

Shri

Radha Mohan Singh, Hon’ble Union Minister for Agriculture, welcomed the APFIC Member-country

delegates and observers and delivered the inaugural speech. The Hon'ble Minister dwelt at length on

challenges such as climate change, over fishing, loss of marine bio-diversity and other impacts, and

advised that these must be addressed through international and regional cooperation and improved

fisheries and aquaculture management.
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1.NFDB Initiatives

1.1 North-East Regional Centre of NFDB launched

at Guwahati,Assam

The Executive Committee of NFDB decided to open

Regional Offices in different regions of the country in a

phased manner. Accordingly, the North-East Regional

Centre of NFDB was established in the campus of NIRD-

NERC, Guwahati, Assam with effect from 20th February

2014.

About 17% of NFDB budget is being spent in the

Northeastern States, and setting up of the Regional Centre

is expected to trigger a blue revolution in those States which

are endowed with natural resources including rivers,

reservoirs, lakes, beels, besides abundant rainfall. Dr.

Ramendra Ch. Barman, Senior Executive (Tech), NFDB

took over charge as Officer-in-Charge of the Regional

Centre.

AView of the North-East Regional Centre of NIRD, Guwahati in
which the Regional Centre of NFDB has been established

Dr. M.V. Rao, Chief Executive along with Officials of NFDB and
NIRD at the newly established Office of North-East Regional
Centre of NFDB at Guwahati.

Dr. M. V. Rao, Chief Executive, NFDB Hyderabad visited

the newly established NFDB Regional Centre, Guwahati

on 28 February 2014 and held discussions with officials of

NFDB and NIRD Regional Centres at Guwahati and

suggested to fulfill the dreams and aspirations of all the

stakeholders involved in fisheries in Northeastern Region

so that huge untapped water resources could be brought into

the productive regime for fish culture.

As part of Human Resources Development initiatives,

NFDB proposed to partner with KVKs / Fisheries Colleges/

Universities/ Training Institutions/ Organisations involved

in Capacity Building to impart need-based Training, Skills

and Entrepreneurship Development for Fishers, Aqua

Farmers and Entrepreneurs. The trained individuals would

be enabled to take up Fisheries Projects, access various

NFDB Schemes and avail assistance.

Accordingly a Notification was issued inviting Expression

of Interest (EOI). Sixteen Institutes/ Organisations sent

their proposals expressing interest. The short listed

Institutes/ Organisations were asked to prepare Modules for

specific Training/ Skill Development Programmes of 5-day

duration each. The Medium of Instruction could be

English/ Hindi/ Regional Language.

'HRD Intervention Workshop' under the Chairmanship of

the Chief Executive was organised on 25 April 2014 at

NFDB, Hyderabad in which nine Training Institutes/

Organisations participated and presented the Training

Modules they had developed for this purpose.

th

th

1.2 NFDB to Provide Thrust to Training/ Skill

Development

A view of the HRD Intervention Workshop held on 25 April
2014 at NFDB, Hyderabad

th



Minutes of the Workshop incorporating the suggestions and

recommendations were prepared and put on the NFDB

Website. As a follow-up, proposals were invited from

interested Institutes/ Organisations/ Teachers/ Trainers/

Subject Matter Specialists for Training/ Skill Development

relevant to aquatic resources and fisheries developmental

needs of a given region, and for improving livelihoods and

incomes of stakeholders dependent on fisheries in that

region. Also, an Application Form along with the list of

proposed Modules and an indicative format for the

preparation of Course Content were also uploaded to the

NFDB Website. Consequent to this, there was significant

increase in awareness, and during May-June 2014

proposals were received from six States, for need-based

Training/ Skill Development of some 1,170 fishers, farmers

and entrepreneurs, which NFDB sanctioned.

NFDB invited Expression of Interest (EOI) from Fishery

Science Graduates, individually or in partnership, for

setting up their own Enterprises pertaining to any of the

commercially viable fisheries/ aquaculture activities. An

indicative list of activities comprising NFDB Schemes was

provided.

The candidates were asked to choose either from the

indicative list of activities or any other relevant activity

which is: (i) of interest to them, (ii) most appropriate to their

region or location, (iii) fulfills local needs or fills the gap

between demand and supply, and (iv) is lucrative from a

business or profit point of view.

NFDB would provide assistance up to 40% of the project

cost in the Plains Regions and up to 50% of the cost in the

Hills and North-East States, to set up the enterprise. The

1.3 NFDB to Promote Fishery Science Graduates

as Entrepreneurs

project cost will not include cost of land, deposits payable

to various regulatory authorities and manpower costs. Tie-

up with banks/financial institutions will be necessary for

medium to large projects.

In response to NFDB's notification, forty-five EOIs were

received, and the same were scrutinized for further

consideration. To start with, Twenty Fishery Science

Graduates/ Postgraduates who had submitted Concept

Notes on small and medium-scale projects were invited to

make presentations and participate in an Interactive

Meeting that was held on 24 May 2014 at NFDB,

Hyderabad.

The participants made presentations on their projects, :

Intensive pond culture of Tilapia (Tamil Nadu); Cage

culture in reservoir of in floating net cages

in a reservoir coupled with backward integration to feed

production (Maharashtra); Utilisation of natural unused

earthen ponds for farming of freshwater fishes in Madhya

Pradesh; Culture and propagation of indigenous air-

breathing Catfishes in a home-stead stagnant pond (West

Bengal); Aquaculture of Rohu, Catla and Mrigala (Andhra

Pradesh); Medium scale freshwater ornamental fish

breeding and rearing centre (Andhra Pradesh); Establishing

a marine ornamental fish breeding farm (Andhra Pradesh);

Ornamental fish hatchery – Live feed production (

biomass culture) (Maharashtra); Shrimp feed mill (Kerala);

Establishing aquaculture clinic (Shrimp and Fish) (Andhra

Pradesh); Establishment of aqua clinic (Maharashtra);

Aquatic remedies (Tamil Nadu); Development, production

and marketing of probiotics for aquaculture (Tamil Nadu);

Integrated agri-aquaculture (Manipur); Integrated duck

cum mushroom cum fish culture (West Bengal); Integrated

aquaculture - fish and duck (West Bengal); Retailing

chilled, ready to cook seafoods (Tamil Nadu); B.S.

Corporation Brand - Fish Express, retail outlet (Karnataka);

Processing and marketing of value added fish products

th

viz.,

Pangasius sutchi

Artemia
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Participant Presenting the Course Content of a Training Module
at the HRD Intervention Workshop at NFDB, Hyderabad

A view of the 'Fishery Science Graduates Interactive Meeting'

held on 24 May 2014 at NFDB, Hyderabad
th



(Maharashtra); Establishment of modern and hygienic

fish/shrimp retail outlet (Andhra Pradesh).

Each presentation was followed by discussion and

suggestions for improvement/ modification. All the

participants were informed that they would have to submit

their project proposals in the prescribed application forms

along with detailed project report, lease documents, banks

consent letter, self declaration, as applicable. It was also

made clear that the project proposals should be either sent

through the Dept. of Fisheries of their respective States, or a

copy marked to them for information and implementation.

Subsequent to the Meeting, during June 2014, six Fishery

Science Graduates submitted their Detailed Project

Proposals and NFDB sanctioned a total assistance of Rs.

46.178 lakhs to them. Others have indicated that their

Project Proposals are under preparation and would soon be

submitted.

NFDB provided assistance for the development of about 90

Beels in Assam and most of these have scheduled caste

population depending for livelihood. Pen culture has been

introduced for rearing fingerlings which will provide

income to poor fishers living near the Beels. The fingerlings

1.4 National Fisheries Development Board

ProvidesAssistance for Pen Rearing of Fish Seed in

Selected Beels and RiverineAreas
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The Chief Executive, Director (Tech) and other
Officials with Participants of 'Fishery Science Graduates
InteractiveMeeting' heldon24 May2014atNFDB, Hyderabad

Executive

th

A stretch of Mahanadi River with shallow water where a Pen is
being installed by Fishers to rear fish

would be released into the Beels thereby augmenting fish

production.

In another example, about 1,000 fishermen and

fisherwomen will benefit from pen culture taken up

recently with NFDB assistance, in Mahanadi River in

Cuttack district of Odisha State. All these families are

landless and solely depend on fishing in the river. As the

river remains dry during most of the year, this innovative

model has been introduced for doing pen culture in

available stretches of water so that the community can

benefit from increased fish production.

With the financial assistance provided by
NFDB the State of Jharkhand has achieved resounding
success in cage fish farming in Chandil Reservoir. The level

of production, per cage (6 m x 4 m x 4m = 96m ), was as
high as 5 t to 7 t in a grow-out period of 8-10 months. The
project was pursued in PPP mode, benefiting a large
number of displaced people, who lost their homes and land
due to the construction of dam. During the year 2013-14, a
total of more than 200 t of fish ( ) was
harvested from 48 cages. This single activity of cage fish
farming in reservoirs of the area, which is prone to
insurgency, has not only generated sizeable livelihood
opportunities for the local landless people, but also
transformed the socio-economic status of target groups. It
is expected that with the continuation of this programme the
socio-economic conditions of people in particular and
community at large will further improve in future.

NFDB provided assistance also to

Chhattishgarh State which has shown tremendous progress

in cage fish farming and helped in poverty alleviation

among the deprived and poorest of the poor tribal

communities. The cage culture programme is being carried

out in a number of reservoirs, including the Kabirdham

reservoir. Production of fish ( ) was as high as 71 kg

per m , benefiting the local tribal communities

Jharkhand:

Chhattisgarh:

3

3
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1.5 Success Stories of Cage Fish Farming with

NFDBAssistance in Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh

View of a Beel in Assam where a Pen has been installed to rear
fish fry into fingerlings



substantially. The socio-economic condition of individual

household has improved manifold through the creation of

gainful employment opportunities.

Fish being a highly perishable commodity, besides their

hygienic handling, icing and cold storage, they need to be

transported to the markets speedily to ensure that quality

product is supplied to the consumers and a better price is

paid to the producers (fishers). Keeping this in view, NFDB

has been assisting Fishers, Fisher Cooperative Societies,

and Fisherwomen Self Help Groups in several States by

providing them with Two-, Three- and Four-Wheeler Fish

Transport Vehicles.

1.6 NFDB Provides Assistance for Purchase of

Three- and Four-wheelers to Members of Fishers'

Cooperative Societies

1.7 NFDB Assists Construction of Wholesale and

Retail Fish Markets in Tripura State

(i) Wholesale Fish Market at Maharaj Ganj Bazar,Agartala:

The existing Wholesale Fish Market is functioning under

temporary sheds with trussed tin roof. There are 39 Stalls

handling 30-32 tons of fish per day. There are neither

platforms for placing fish nor proper passage for customers.

NFDB is extending financial assistance of Rs. 2.25 crore

for Modernisation of Wholesale Fish Market at M.J. Bazar,

Agartala. Under Phase-I, it is proposed to have 39 Stalls

each with a raised platform besides proper drainage and

flooring.

(ii) Wholesale-cum-Retail Fish Market at Bishalagarh

Bazar, Shipaijala District:

The existing Fish Market is functioning under temporary

sheds. At present 1.0 to 1.5 tons of fresh and dry fish are
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Three- and Four-wheeler Fish Transport Vehicle being handed
over to Members of the Fishermen Cooperative Societies by the
Collector & District Magistrate, Khammam District, Andhra
Pradesh, on 26 Jan 2014

Fish Transport Vehicles being handed over to Members of the
Mastya Mahila Mutually Aided Coop Village Society by the
Collector & District Magistrate, Srikakulam District, Andhra
Pradesh, on 26 Jan 2014

A battery of cages in Chandil Reservoir, Jharkhand; picture
shows pelleted fish feed being broadcast

Fisheries Officials and Vendors in front of the Existing Maharaj
Ganj Bazar Wholesale Fish Market atAgartala, Tripura



being sold per day. Proper flooring and drainage facilities

are lacking. Fish are being handled in a very unhygienic

manner. NFDB is extending financial assistance of Rs. 2.24

crore for Modernisation of the Wholesale-cum-Retail Fish

Market at Bishalagarh Bazar so as to accommodate 24 retail

fish stalls on ground floor and 20 dry fish stalls on first

floor, with proper display units, drainage and passage

facilities.

NFDB provided assistance for 8 units of 118 litres and 2

units of 500 litres capacity Solar Operated Deep Freezer to

Fisherwomen Self Help Group (SHG) of Godavari Maha

Samakhya, East Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh, to

ensure that hygienic and better quality fish is available to

1.8 NFDB Provides Solar Operated Deep Freezers

to Fisherwomen's SHG
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A view of the existing Retail Fish Market at Bishalagarh Bazar,
Shipaijala District, Tripura consumers. M/s Teewave Powertech Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad

developed these innovative models of Solar Powered Deep

Freezers.

Keeping in tune with the Govt. of India decision to simplify

procedures, at the instance of the Chief Executive, the

Technical Staff at NFDB designed a One-Page Common

Application Form “Matsya Samridhi”, both in English and

Hindi, for the benefit of all Stakeholders seeking financial

assistance under the various Schemes of NFDB. The

Hindi versions of the One-Page Application

Form have also been put on the NFDB Website, and are

given on pages 25 and 26 of this Newsletter.

English and

1.9 NFDB Launches Simplified One-page

Common Application Form “Matsya Samridhi”

for Seeking Financial Assistance under various

Schemes

Solar Powered Deep Freezer
provided to Fisherwomen
SHG for s to r ing and
marketing fresh fish

2. Important Events

2.1 NFDB Participates in the Fish Festival

organised at Saunded, Gondia District of

Maharashtra

NFDB Participated in the 2-day Fish Festival organised at

Saunded, Gondia district of Maharashtra from 27 to 28
December, 2013. The Fish Festival was inaugurated by the
Hon'ble Union Minister forAgriculture, Govt. of India.

Dr. C.K. Murthy, Executive Director (Tech.), NFDB,
participated in the inaugural function of the Fish Festival,
and Shri Sujit Kumar Pattnayak, Executive (Tech.) along
with Shri Vasantharajan, Intern,
About 15,000 visitors participated in the festival and got
acquainted with fisheries related information.

On this occasion, three Mobile Fish Marketing Vans funded
by NFDB were inaugurated and the keys of the vehicles
were handed over to Women SHGs.

th th

put up the NFDB Stall.

NFDB Stall at the Fish Festival held at Saunded, Gondia district
of Maharashtra
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ICAR Institutes such as CIFA, CIFE, CIFRI and other
Govt. organisations like NIPHATT, Department of
Fisheries and MFDC Ltd., Maharashtra State, along with
other private companies participated in the fish festival and
exhibited their activities.

The 19 India International Sea Food Show was organised

by the Marine Products Export Development Authority

(MPEDA) at Chennai from 10 to 12 January 2014. The

event was inaugurated by the Hon'ble Minister for

Commerce & Industry, Govt of India. Sri K.A. Jaypal,

Hon'ble Minister for Fisheries, Govt of Tamil Nadu, SriA.J.

Tharakan, President, SEAI and the Chairman, MPEDA

were the other dignitaries present on the occasion. NFDB

sponsored this event under Platinum Category and also put

up a Stall exhibiting various activities. Dr. P. Paul Pandian,

Executive Director and Shri Prabhakar Raj, Sr. Executive,

NFDB participated in the event. The Sea Food Show was

quiet informative especially to those involved in

fish/shrimp farming, processing and export of fish and

fishery products.

D. M.V. Rao, Chief Executive, released the Year 2014

NFDB Wall Calendar, Table Calendar and the Monthly

Planner on January 14, 2014, at a brief function organised at

NFDB, Hyderabad.

The 26 Meeting of the Executive Committee of NFDB was

held on 27 January 2014 at the Department of Animal

Husbandry, Dairying & Fisheries (DAHD&F), Krishi

Bhawan, New Delhi, under the Chairmanship of Secretary,

(AHD&F); Chief Executive, NFDB was the Member

Secretary. Members attended are Jt. Secretary (Fy),

Advisor (Agri), Planning Commission, Chairman,

MPEDA, DDG (Fy), ICAR, and Pr. Secretary (Fisheries),

Govt of West Bengal. Representatives from Govt of Jammu

& Kashmir and Madhya Pradesh also attended the meeting.

The 7 “India International Aqua Show (IIAS) 2014” a

th

th th

th

th

th

2.2 Nineteenth India International Sea Food Show

held at Chennai

2.3 NFDB Calendar and Monthly Planner

Released

2.4 Twenty-Sixth Meeting of the Executive

Committee of National Fisheries Development

Board (NFDB) Held

2.5 India International Aqua Show “Ornamental
Kerala 2014” organised at Kochi, Kerala

biennial exhibition and trade fair for ornamental fishes and

aquarium accessories was organised during 24 – 28
January 2014 at Kochi, by the Department of Fisheries,
Govt. of Kerala through the State Fisheries Resource
Management Society (FIRMA) in association with the
Ministry ofAgriculture, Government of India, KeralaAqua
Ventures International Limited (KAVIL) and NFDB. IIAS
2014 aims to encourage hobbyist, breeders and
entrepreneurs in the field. A rich variety of ornamental
fishes and accessories under one roof create the unique
opportunity for exhibition and marketing.

Hon'ble Chief Minister Shri Oommen Chandy addressed
the inaugural session and observed that globally
ornamental fish business has grown immensely and India's
share is minimal, but Kerala is endowed with huge
opportunities for this business. Union Minister K.V.
Thomas inaugurated the exhibition pavilion. Dr.
Madhumita Mukerjee, Executive Director, NFDB
participated in the inaugural session and presented a paper
on “Export Performance of Indian Ornamental Fish-Trend:
An analysis” which was published in the Souvenir.

NFDB participated in the five-day and country's biggest

agricultural mega expo 'Krishi Vasant - 2014' held at Nagpur,

Maharashtra from 9-13 February, 2014. The Hon'ble President

ofIndiaShriPranabMukherjeeinauguratedtheagriculturalexpo

in the presence of Governor of Maharashtra Shri K

Sankaranarayanan,UnionAgricultureMinisterandMaharashtra

ChiefMinister.

Shri D. Gopi Reddy, Senior Executive (Tech), Shri

S. K. Pattnayak, Executive and Shri R. Renganathan

(Intern) were deputed to participate in the 5-day mega expo

th th

th

2.6 Agricultural Mega Expo 'Krishi Vasant –2014'

held at Nagpur

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala, Shri Oommen Chandy and
other dignitaries at the inauguration of the Aqua Show
“Ornamental Kerala 2014”, at Kochi Kerala
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by putting up the NFDB Stall. About 1,500 famers/

entrepreneurs interacted with NFDB officials and enquired

about various schemes and shared their experience in

different fisheries activities. The visiting farmers were very

much interested in knowing about the NFDB activities and

keen to avail NFDB assistance.

On the day of valediction, Dr. Raja Sekhar Vundru, Joint

Secretary of Fisheries, Shri P. Vishnu Bhat, FDC, and Shri

Kal Singh, Director Extention, DADF, MoA, New Delhi

visited the NFDB Stall and appreciated the layout and

display of exhibits.

NFDB participated in the 6-day 'Rural Crafts Mela'

organised by the NIRD from 14 to 19 February, 2014 at

the Rural Technology Park (RTP), Rajendranagar,

th th

2.7 NFDB Participates in 'Rural Crafts Mela', at

Rural Technology Park, NIRD, Rajendranagar,

Hyderabad

Hyderabad. Various activities of the NFDB were put on

display and the visitors were briefed about the assistance

provided by NFDB under different schemes for fisheries

and aquaculture development in the country.

AWorking Group was constituted

to decide on

applicable standards and scope of work for Tapti

Abandonment Plan. A meeting was held on 20 February

2014 at BG House, Mumbai. Dr. P.Paul Pandian, Executive

Director, NFDB participated in the deliberations, and made a

presentation on issues related to Impact on Marine Fishery

Resources with regard to the selected option for

abandonment, and the possibility of using the facility for

installing Artificial Reefs (ARs)/ Fish Aggregating

Devices (FADs) and their impact, benefits, threats, etc.

A two-day workshop on “Best Management Practices for

Quality Fish Seed Production” was jointly organised by

NFDB and Central Institute of Freshwater Aquaculture

(CIFA), at Bhubaneswar, Odisha. Dr. M. V. Rao, Chief

Executive, NFDB inaugurated the Workshop on 25 Feb,

2014. Dr. Jayashankar, Director, CIFA, Dr. Jena, Director,

NBFGR, Lucknow and Dr. C. K. Murthy, Executive

Director, NFDB, Dr. Kantha Mahapatra, Principal

Scientist, CIFAwere present on the occasion. Dr. M.V. Rao

requested the State Fisheries Departments to take active

role in development of quality brood stock and in

production and supply of quality fish seed to farmers and

fishers. Nearly 30 Officers-in-Charge of Fish Seed Farms

from 14 States participated in the Workshop.

with representatives from

DGH, OICD, ONGC, RIL and BGEPIL

th

th

2.8 Working Group Constituted to Decide on

Applicable Standards and Scope of Work for Tapti

Abandonment Plan

2.9 NFDB-CIFA Collaborative Workshop on “Best

Management Practices for Quality Fish Seed

Production” held at CIFA, Kausalyaganga,

Bhubaneshwar

Visitors at the NFDB Stall at Agricultural Mega Expo 'Krishi
Vasant – 2014' held at Nagpur, Maharashtra, enquiring about the
NFDB Schemes

Dr. Raja Sekhar Vundru, Joint Secretary (FY), along with Shri P. Vishnu
Bhat, FDC, and Shri Kal Singh, Dir. Extn., DADF, MoA, New Delhi
being received at the NFDB Stall at 'Krishi Vasant - 2014', Nagpur,
Maharashtra

NFDB Stall at 'RTPMela' at NIRD, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad
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Dr. M.V. Rao, Chief Executive, NFDB addressing the
Workshop at CIFA, Bhubaneswar, Odisha

This is the third workshop organised by NFDB for creating

awareness among Fisheries Officers on genetic

improvement of brood stock and on quality fish seed

production.

Ameeting on Solar Technology Innovations was held on 6

March 2014 at NFDB. The participants include: Dr. M.V.

Rao, Chief Executive, Dr. C.K. Murthy, Executive Director

(Tech), Officers and Consultants, from NFDB, Sri PVSL

Narasimham, Chairman, M/s Teewave Powertech Pvt. Ltd.

(TPPL), Hyderabad, and Sri Mohd Khan, Consultant (Solar

Energy), NIRD.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the scope for

application of Solar Energy Technologies in Fisheries

Sector. Sri Narasimham informed that his Organisation

had developed, among other things, Solar Powered

Dehydrators and Solar Powered Freezers which can be used

for drying fish and for cold storage and transport of frozen

fish, respectively. He also explained the technology

available for generating electricity from virtually any

source of waste heat, and then using it for powering any

gadget.

th

2.10 Solar Technology Innovations Meeting held at

NFDB, Hyderabad

When NFDB Officials informed that 70% of the cost of

making ice blocks goes for power consumption, TPPL

Chairman indicated that solar based ice block making Deep

Freezing System will be widely accepted when developed.

NFDB and TPPL mutually agreed to undertake joint R&D

efforts for finding Solar Energy based solutions to the Cold

Chain needs of Fisheries Sector.

The Fisheries Technocrats Forum, Chennai in association

with the NFDB and Dept. of Fisheries, Govt. of Tamil Nadu

organised a “National Workshop on Development of

Fisheries in Water Deficient Regions” on 25 and 26

February 2014 at Central Institute of Brackishwater

Aquaculture (CIBA), Chennai. The Workshop was

inaugurated by the Vice-Chancellor, Tamil Nadu Fisheries

University. Other dignitaries present were ADG

(Fisheries), ICAR, Director, BOBP, Director, CIBA,

Fisheries Professionals including retired Scientists and

Fish farmers. Dr. P. Paul Pandian, Executive Director,

NFDB participated in the inaugural session and delivered

felicitation address. Initiatives of NFDB for the

development of fisheries sector in India was appreciated by

the participants.

Under a Triangular International Training Programme of

US-Africa-India, a senior level delegation from Republic

of Malawi consisting of eight Senior Executives

(equivalent to Principal Secretaries/ Commissioners/

Directors of Agriculture) undertook a Study Tour in India

from 24 February to 7 March 2014. The Govt. of India

entrusted the responsibility of organising the Study Tour to

National Institute of Agricultural Extension Management

(MANAGE), Hyderabad.

th th

th th

2.11 “National Workshop on Development of

Fisheries in Water Deficient Regions” Organised

by the Fisheries Technocrats Forum at CIBA,

Chennai

2.12 Malawian Delegation Visits NFDB

Some of the Solar Powered Gadgets displayed by M/s Teewave
Powertech Pvt. Ltd., Hyderabad, at the 'Rural Crafts Mela' held
at Rural Technology Park, NIRD, Hyderabad. The Executive Directors of NFDB interacting with the

Members of the Malawian Delegation
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As part of the Study Tour the Malawian Delegation was in

Hyderabad from 5 to 7 March 2014 and on 6 March they

visited NFDB. Dr. C.K. Muthry and Dr. P. Paul Pandian,

Executive Directors (Tech.), NFDB, participated in the

discussions. Dr. Pandian made a presentation on NFDB

activities with special reference to initiatives taken for

enhancing fish production and productivity in the country.

The International Women's Day is observed on 8 March as

a mark of respect and in honour of Women. As 8 March

was a holiday, the Day was celebrated in a befitting manner

on 10 March jointly by NIRD and NFDB at the Vikas

Auditorium in NIRD Campus, Rajendranagar, Hyderabad.

On this occasion Women who have strived very hard

against all odds and made a mark for themselves and for the

organisations they represent have been honoured by Dr.

M.V. Rao, Director General, NIRD and also the Chief

Executive of NFDB. The Chief Guest of the function was

Ms. Reema Nanavaty Head, Sewa Gram Vikash,

Ahmadabad. The Guests of Honour were Members of

Fisherwomen Self Help Groups: Ms. Vasundhara,

Singaraikonda, Prakasham District, Ms. Kousar Shaheen,

Veleir Village, Warangal District, Ms. Ratnamma, Orvacal,

Kurnool District, Ms. Sangadi Peramma, Biravapalem

Village & Mandal and Ms. Koppadi Anasuya, Pallam

Village & Katrenikona Mandal, East Godavari District. The

six women were honoured with a memento on the occasion.

th th th

th

th

th

2.13 Fisherwomen Self Help Group Members

Honoured on International Women's Day

2.14 Conference on 'Farmers First for Conserving

Soil and Water Resources in Northern Region',

FFCSWR-2014 held at Dehradun

A conference on “Farmers First for Conserving Soil and

Water Resources in Northern Region (FFCSWR-2014)”

was jointly organised by the Indian Association of Soil and

Water Conservationists (IASWC) and Central Soil and

Water Conservation Research and Training Institute

(CSWCRTI), from 22 to 24 March 2014, at Dehradun,

Uttarakhand. NFDB provided assistance.

Dr. J.S. Samra, Chief Executive Officer, National Rain-fed

AreaAuthority (NRAA), New Delhi, the Chief Guest of the

event delivered the Inaugural address and focused on the

revision of interventions as per the needs of time, changing

climate and socio-economic set ups. Dr. A.K. Sikka,

Deputy Director General, Natural Resource Management,

ICAR and Dr. Madhumita Mukherjee, Executive Director

National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB),

Hyderabad were the Guests of Honour. Dr. Mukherjee

briefed the activities and scope of the NFDB schemes for

development of fisheries sector in Uttarakhand State and

the need for climate resilient fisheries technologies in

northern region, particularly wherever water resources

exist, and presented a paper on “Prospects of Saline Water,

Tide-Fed Canal Fishery towards Income Generation, Bio-

Diversity Conservation and Ecotourism”.

nd th

2.15 International Symposium on “River

Biodiversity: Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna

(GBM) River System” at Patna, Bihar

An International Symposium on “River Biodiversity:
Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM) River System” was
jointly organised by Patna University and University of
Chittagong (Bangladesh) at Patna, Bihar, and was
sponsored by IUCN, India and Bangladesh. Various issues
on River Biodiversity in the GBM River System were
addressed. Participants from Bangladesh dwelt mostly on
Dakatia River were they are doing cage culture, and on the
conservation of Hilsa and Dolphin taken up by Bangladesh
Govt. Dr Madhumita Mukherjee, Executive Director
(Tech), NFDB, presented a paper on Fishes in River
Ganga and its Tributaries in West Bengal and Livelihood of
Vulnerable Villages”. Participants from various
Universities, ICAR Institutes, and other organisations also
attended.

“

International Women's Day Function Organized at NIRD,
Rajendranagar, Hyderabad

Souvenir being released at the Inauguration of FFCSWR-2014
at Dehradun
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2.16 NFDB participates in State Level Conference on

“New Avenues for Fisheries in Gujarat” Organised

under the Auspices of “Krishi Mahotsav–2014” at

Ahmedabad

AState Level Conference on “NewAvenues for Fisheries in

Gujarat” was organised by the Department of Fisheries,

Government of Gujarat, under the auspices of “Krishi

Mahotsav – 2014” on 7 June 2014 at Mahatma Gandhi

Labour Institute, Ahmedabad. Shri Babubhai Bokhiriya,

Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture, Animal Husbandry &

Cow Protection, Govt. of Gujarat, inaugurated the State

level program. Shri P. L. Darbar, IAS., Commissioner of

Fisheries, Government of Gujarat, fish farmers, fishers

engaged in marine, brackish water and inland fishing,

marketing activities, entrepreneurs, technocrats, scientists

from CMFRI, CIFT & MPEDA Centres at Veraval, CIFA

Regional Centre at Anand, and officials from Gujarat

KnowledgeApplication & Facilitation Centre (GKAFC) of

CII, Gujarat, and NFDB participated.

“Krishi Mahotsav” is celebrated on 7 June every year in

Gujarat, to educate the farmers of agriculture and allied

sectors including fisheries on resource potential,

technologies available, various schemes of State and

Central Government, strategies for development of the

sector, State Government policies on utilisation of the

resource and welfare of fishers, etc.

A video of Chief Executive, NFDB delivering the speech

was played, followed by a power point presentation on

various activities of NFDB and an interaction with the

farmers and fishers by Sri D. Gopi Reddy, Senior Executive

(Tech). Copies of Brochures on NFDB Schemes were

distributed to the participants.

th

th

Major issues discussed during the interaction with fishers,

farmers, entrepreneurs, technocrats, and others were:

Suitable sites identified along Gujarat coast for

installation of cages for fish culture by CMFRI, fish

species suitableandavailabilityof seed.

Cage culture of fish in reservoirs in tribal areas using

cages made of locally available bamboo material.

Growing Pangasius and Tilapia in cages in reservoirs.

Local market price for Pangasius fish ranges from

Rs.75 to 85/kg

Establishment of feed mills to manufacture fish feed

with locally available ingredients.

Supply of breeder seed from NFFBB, Bhubaneswar.

The farmers and fishers evinced keen interest in availing
the assistance offered by NFDB.

·

·

·

·

·

Conference on “New Avenues for Fisheries in Gujarat”,
organised on 7 June 2014 at Ahmedabad; seen on the dais are
Shri Babubhai Bokhiriya, Hon'ble Minister for Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry & Cow Protection and Shri P. L. Darbar,
IAS, Commissioner of Fisheries Govt. of Gujarat

th

3. NFDB Field Notes

3.1 Visit to Himachal Pradesh

Dr. Madhumita Mukerjee, Executive Director (Tech), on

29 Jan 2014, visited Kulu Manali Govt. Hatchery at Bathar

and the Govt. Fish Farm at Patlikuhl. The fish production

capacity of the farm is 10 tonnes. The Raceway Units

constructed by farmers with NFDB assistance were also

visited and found to be doing excellently.All the restaurants

in Manali are said to be now selling Trout fish curry. The ED

(Tech) also visited Trout Feed Mill which was catering to

the feed requirements of Trout Farms functioning under the

Fisheries Department, Govt. of Himachal Pradesh as well

as farms in the private sector. The mill has a production

capacity of 300 kg per hour. The annual production of feed

is approximately 50 tonnes, and it is stated to be

th

Signboards indicating location of Trout Fish Seed and Trout
Fish Farms at Kulu Manali, Himachal Pradesh
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insufficient. Therefore, NFDB was requested to extend

financial assistance to private sector for establishing

another Trout Feed Mill.

Dr. P. Paul Pandian, Executive Director (Tech) and Dr. K.

Joshua, Sr. Consultant (Tech) of NFDB visited the

Instructional Freshwater Fish Farm (IFFF) of the College

of Fishery Science (CFSc Muthukur) at Eguvamitta

Village, Nellore District, Andhra Pradesh on 31 January

and 1 February 2014, to review the progress of the CIFA-

CFSc Collaborative Project “Development of Captive

Broodstock Bank of Giant Freshwater Prawn,

(Scampi) at Nellore” for

which NFDB provided assistance of Rs. 1.24 crore.

It was observed that: (i) Construction work of Scampi

Hatchery is progressing rather slowly; (ii) Prawns were

being assessed for growth performance and maturity

condition in the ponds at IFFF, Eguvamitta and Field Trial

Ponds at Gummalla Dibba; (iii) Project Management

Committee Meeting was proposed to be held shortly for

the selection of farmers and hatcheries for the year 2014-

15; and (iv) Notifications were proposed to be issued in

regional newspapers calling for applications from

prospective Farmers for the supply of Scampi Seed and

from Hatchery Operators for supply of Brood Stock. The

CFSc and CIFA requested for extension of the Project for

two more years.

st

st

Macrobrachium rosenbergii

3.2 Monitoring the Progress of NFDB Funded Project

on Scampi Brood Stock Development at Freshwater

Fish Farm of CFSc, Muthukur, Nellore District,

AndhraPradesh

Ponds facility developed under the Project at Freshwater Fish
Farm of College of Fishery Science (Muthukur) at Eguvamitta
Village, Nellore District,Andhra Pradesh

3.3 Monitoring the Progress of NFDB Project

'National Freshwater Fish Brood Bank' (NFFBB)

at Bhubaneswar, Odisha

Dr. M. V. Rao, Chief Executive, along with other Officials

from NFDB visited NFFBB, Kausalyaganga on 25

February 2014 and reviewed the progress in execution of

civil works and in development of brood stock of

freshwater fish and prawn. Officials from NFFBB,

Fisheries Department, Odisha and from Orissa

Construction Corporation (agency involved in execution of

civil works) were present during the review. Later, Chief

Executive, NFDB met the Principal Secretary, Water Works

Department, Government of Odisha and requested for

timely completion of the civil works.

th

Scampi Hatchery Tanks under construction at Freshwater Fish
Farm of College of Fishery Science (Muthukur) at Eguvamitta
Village, Nellore District,Andhra Pradesh

The Chief Executive, Executive Director, Senior Executive and
other Officials of the NFDB at National Freshwater Fish Brood
Bank (NFFBB), Bhubaneswar, Odisha
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3.4 Visit to Tripura Fish Markets

NFDB provided assistance for Modernisation of Wholesale

and Retail Fish Markets in Tripura. At the instance of

NFDB, on 6 March 2014, Sri S. Riyan, Director of

Fisheries, Tripura, convened a meeting of Fisheries

Officials and Engineers of the Tripura Fisheries

Department, in which Sri G. Vijaya Lazarus, Senior

Executive (Tech: Infrastructure), NFDB participated. The

purpose of the meeting was to discuss issues pertaining to

the layout, pattern of display units, drainage facility, waste

management, etc., in Wholesale and Retail Fish Markets as

per NFDB norms.

On 7 March 2014 the Wholesale Fish Market at Agartala

and Retail Fish Market at Bishalagarh were visited along

with Superintendent Sri Ravishankar Choudhary,

Executive Engineer Sri P.P. Ghosh Adhikari and other

engineering staff.At both the existing markets the Fisheries

Department convened a meeting with Fish Vendors.

th

th

Sri S. Riyan, Director of Fisheries, Tripura held a meeting with
Fisheries Officials at Agartala, Tripura, in which the Senior
Executive (Tech: Infra), NFDB participated

Fish Vendors of M.J. Wholesale Fish Market,Agartala, Tripura,
attend a meeting with Fisheries Officials

The Fish Vendors were informed about the importance of

elevated platform in each stall from a hygienic point of

view.Asoft copy of the model retail display unit was shown

to the Vendors and Fisheries Officials. After prolonged

discussion all agreed to have display units as suggested by

the NFDB. It was also agreed to have elevated platform for

auctioning fish and also a cross drain along with outer drain.

On 10 May 2014 Dr. Ramendra Ch. Barman, Senior

Executive (Tech) and Officer-in-Charge, NFDB Regional

Centre, Guwahati, along with Shri Chandan Chetri, Senior

Executive (Tech), NFDB, Hyderabad and Mahitosh

Barman, JE, AFDC, Govt. of Assam reviewed the progress

of work pertaining to NFDB funded Beel Fisheries Projects

of Barak Valley. They visited Beels such as Fulbari Anua,

SibnarainpurAnua, Dhuli Beel, etc. The site for pen culture

for fish seed rearing in Fulbari Anua was inspected and

discussion with the stakeholders was held.

Later, they visited Sadirkhal village in Cachar district,

Assam to meet the farmers and see possibility of cage/pen

culture in wetlands which are generally seasonal in nature.

The villagers mostly rely on fish caught from these open

water bodies, and use of mosquito nets is rampant during

the period from May toAugust which also happens to be the

ban period for operating these nets in open water bodies.

The fishers have no other source of livelihood during this

period and hence cage/pen culture for raising fish seed to

fingerling or advance fingerling may provide very good

alternative livelihood to the fishers. This will also

contribute to reducing the intensity of use of mosquito nets

in these water bodies in general.

On 11 May 2014 they visited Sone Beel located in

Karimganj district of Assam, which is the largest Beel

in southern Assam. The

th

th

(water spread area 1100-1200 ha)

3.5 Monitoring the Progress of NFDB Funded

Projects on Development of Beel Fisheries in Barak

Valley,Assam

Sone Beel, the largest freshwater lake of Southern Assam



specialty of Sone Beel is that during winter season major

portion of the Beel area gets exposed (water spread area

shrinks to 200-500 ha), where rice cultivation is done and

with the onset of monsoon this portion gets filled up with

water Sone Beel is famous for its fishery and it is one of the

main sources of fish for all the southern districts of Assam.

The Beel is managed by Sone Beel Fishermen Cooperative

Society, one of the oldest societies, has more than 5,000

shareholders, and livelihood of 20,000 fishers' families is

completely dependent on fisheries in this Beel.

On 14 June 2014, Shri Chandan Chetri, Senior Executive

(Tech) visited Bolpur and Kankutia villages of Birbhum

District of West Bengal, with Dr. B.K. Mahapatra, Officer-

in-Charge, CIFE, Kolkata Centre, and Dr. Deepankar Saha

and Capt. P.K. Karmakar from Livelihood Initiatives for

Empowerment (LIFE) and local youth trained in fish

farming also accompanied. An awareness meeting was

organised by LIFE wherein an interaction with the villagers

was held on possible fisheries development for livelihood

promotion with the NFDB intervention.

,

.

th

3.6 Visit to Fishermen Villages of Bolpur, Kankutia

in Birbhum District, and Gaighata, Lataberia and

Gopalpur in North 24 Paragana District, of West

Bengal
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Pen Culture in dendritic pockets of Sone Beel, SouthernAssam

Interaction with the Villagers (Santhal Tribe) of Kankutia in
Birbhum District of West Bengal

On 15 June 2014, a joint visit to Gaighata, Lataberia and

Gopalpur in North 24 Paragana district, West Bengal was

organised with Anindya Nayak, Programme Coordinator

(i/c), KVK, Ashokenagar. During interaction with the

members of Jaleshwar Union Fisherman Co-operative

Society, Gaighata, it was understood that 362 members

belonging to SC community were totally dependent on

49.50 ha Beel Chandaniya and 50 Scheduled Tribe

Members of Pujarbag Adibashi Fisherman Co-operative

Society were totally dependent on Beel Gorai Nadi for

livelihood.

The societies informed that sufficient numbers of fish seed

of right size and quality could not be stocked due to

financial constraint. Further, deposition of silt on the ponds

located in the marginal areas has made rearing of fish seed

difficult in those rearing ponds. Further, connecting

channels of the Beel Chandaniya have eroded resulting in

escape of stocked fish and incurring heavy loss to the

society. The Fishermen Society Members requested NFDB

to provide necessary assistance to improve the fisheries in

the two Beels on which their livelihood depends.

th

Members of Pujarbag Adibashi Fisherman Co-operative
Society dependent on Beel Gorai Nadi, North 24 Paragana
District, West Bengal

Members of Jaleshwar Union Fisherman Co-operative Society,
Gaighata, dependent on Beel Chandaniya, North 24 Paragana
District, West Bengal
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3.7 Visit to Meghalaya

Ms. Madhuri Allu, Executive Assistant (Tech), NFDB,

visited Meghalya State during 30 May - 4 June 2014, to

inspect implementation of ongoing projects funded by

NFDB, and to discuss fisheries development issues with

Smt. I.R. Sangama, MCS, Director of Fisheries, and other

fisheries officials at Shillong, Meghalya. NFDB funded

projects include fish hatchery, renovation of fish farms,

construction of new fish farms, and retail fish markets.

Further, a visit was made to Umyam Reservoir and

Nongmahir & Kyrdemkulai Reservoir at Khasi Hills.

During the visit it was observed that there is lot of scope for

fisheries development mostly under integrated farming,

domestic markets, community resources development and

convergence programmes.

th th

During interaction with fish farmers, market vendors,

society members and district council members, it was learnt

that they require projects that will cater to their needs, and

accordingly the officials were urged to prepare and submit

proposals to NFDB for financial assistance.

Field visits were undertaken to places such as Tura and

Digrichiring in West Garo Hills,Ampati in Southwest Garo

Hills, Smit in Khasi Hills, District Offices at Puthimari,

A Fish Hatchery Funded by NFDB Under Construction by an
Entrepreneur in Meghalaya

Renovation of Fish Farm with NFDB Assistance at
Digrichiring, Meghalaya

Tura, Ampati, Ri-Bhoi, Mawpun, Umktieh, besides

Nongmahir & Kyrdemkulai and Umyam Reservoirs.

NFDB assisted Open Sea Cage Culture Project is being

implemented along the coast of Ratnagiri by Maharashtra

Fisheries Development Corporation (MFDC) in

collaboration with College of Fisheries, Ratnagiri, to

provide alternate livelihoods to fisher communities. Dr.

Madhumita Mukherjee, Executive Director (Tech), NFDB,

attended the review meeting organised by MFDC under the

Chairmanship of Managing Director, MFDC; other

dignitaries present were Dr. V. P. Joshi, Associate Dean and

Dr. Singh, Dr. Siddharth, Dr. Ketan Choudhary of the

College of Fisheries, Ratnagiri, Shri V.M. Deshpande, Shri

Y. K. Phirke from MFDC, Chairmen and Members of all six

Fishermen Societies and various interpreters. Shri

Balasaheb Mane, Ex MLA, was an invitee. It was stated that

12 cages have been already installed in the sea off

Ratnagairi, 10 cages for Sea Bass and 2 cages for Cobia,

where culture of fish is going on.

Further, the ED (Tech) held a review meeting with Dean,

College of Fisheries, Shirgaon, Ratnagiri on various

schemes funded by NFDB, including the one on

3.8 Visit to Ratnagiri District, Maharshtra

Dry Fish Stall in Wholesale Fish Market at Bara Bazar,
Shillong, Meghalaya

Open Sea Cages installed for Culture of Sea Bass and Cobia off
Ratnagiri Coast installed by MFDC with Assistance Provided
by NFDB
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“Technology Up-gradation Project on Retort Pouch

Packaging of Thermal Processed Fishery Products of

Konkan Region in Maharashtra”. Later, Navanagiri

Macchimar Sahkari Society was visited in which about 50

families are registered, and are dependent on fishing in

Vashista River. They were suggested to plan for alternative

livelihoods with NFDB assistance. Dabhol area were cage

culture can be done was visited, and discussion held with

the society head Shri D.A. Vaghe to identify the needs,

potentiality and to accordingly prepare projects.

As part of the NFDB initiative to reach out to the fishers and

farmers, Dr. M.V. Rao, Chief Executive accompanied by

Technical Officers visited the Fishermen Cooperative

Society, Bibinagar, Nalgonda District on 14 June 2014 and

interacted with the concerned Fisheries Development

Officer (Ms. A. Sukeerthi) and Fishermen in the premises

of the Society. There are 200 members in the society, they

are traditional fishermen belonging to Mudiraj a backward

community, and it is said that there are no disputes among

the members.

The Fishermen explained about their fishing activities in

the Pedda Cheruvu (310 ha), a small but perennial reservoir

in Bibinagar, which is 30 km from Hyderabad and abutting

the Hyderabad-Warangal Highway, and also about how

they seasonally rear fish seed, in a separate and nearby tank

Israipally Kunta, for stocking in the reservoir.

The Society Members sought NFDB assistance for

purchase of fish seed, erecting low-cost pens for

rearing of fry to fingerlings, purchase of two-wheelers

th

in situ

3.9 Visit to Fishermen Cooperative Society,

Bibinagar, Nalgonda District, Telangana State

The Chief Executive and other Officials of NFDB interacting
with the FDO and Fishermen at the premises of Cooperative

Society, Bibinagar, Nalgonda District, on 14 June 2014
th

(mopeds) with ice box for speedy marketing of quality fresh

fish in nearby towns and villages. The Chief Executive

offered to consider necessary assistance through the

available NFDB Schemes. The Technical Officers

explained to Society Members the procedure for submitting

proposals in the prescribed One-page Application Form

enclosing the Society's Resolution.

On 20 June 2014, Shri Chandan Chetri, Senior Executive

(Tech), participated in the first day programme of the 5-day

NFDB sponsored training on “Value Addition of Fish and

Fishery Products for Rural Women” from 20 - 24 June

2014, organised by Acharya N. G. Ranga Agricultural

University KVK, at Kampasagar, Nalgonda district.

Later, the SE (Tech) visited Peddapalli Reservoir along

with Shri K. Veeranjaneyalu, SMS (Fisheries), and

interacted with Members of the Fishermen Co-operative

Society and explained various NFDB Schemes available

for the development of fisheries in the reservoir and for

improving their livelihoods.

th

th th

3.10 Visit to Kampasagar, Nalgonda District,

Telangana State

Participants of the NFDB Funded Training Programme on
“Value Addition of Fish and Fishery Products for Rural
Women” at KVK, Kampasagar, Nalgonda District

Senior Executive (Tech), NFDB, interacting with the Members
of Fishermen Cooperative Society at Peddapalli Reservoir,
Nalgonda, District
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Dr. Madhumitha Mukherjee, receiving “Kalawati Devi Medal-2013

4. Fishers & Farmers News

4.1 Training on “Gender Intensive Pisciculture

through Women SHG's / Individuals of Baksa

district,Assam”

4.2 Exposure Visits for Fishers and Fish Farmers of

Assam toAndhra Pradesh

A 2-day training program: “Gender Intensive Pisciculture

through Women SHG's/ Individuals of Baksa district,

Assam” sponsored by NFDB was organised by Dhan

Foundation, Barama, Asssam from 19 February to 08

March, 2014 at the Community Hall, Barjar High School

Campus, Barjar, Assam, followed by a visit to Farm

Science Centre, KVK, Assam Agricultural Univeristy,

Nalbari. In all 8 batches of 50 women trainees each,

underwent the training.

NFDB provided assistance for arranging exposure visits for

several batches of fishers and fish farmers from various

districts of Assam to Andhra Pradesh, especially to

Freshwater Fish and Shrimp Farms in and around Lake

Kolleru, to get a first hand information of aquaculture

practices in this part of the country. The first batch of 50

farmers from Nagaon district visited from 28 February to

7 March 2014, second batch of 50 farmers of Lakhimpur

th th

th

th

district visited from 10 to 17 March 2014; the third batch

of 50 farmers of Darrang district visited from 20 to 27

March 2014.

During their visit to places around Lake Kolleru, the

different batches of Fishers and Farmers got acquainted

with the technologies being adopted by Fish Farmers of

Andhra Pradesh. They visited the Aqua Lab of Dept. of

Fisheries, Govt. ofAndhra Pradesh, at Kaikaluru, and a fish

seed farms having Chinese Hatchery and also rearing the

seed of at Kaikaluru, and at Bhujabala Patnam

and other surrounding villages that were abuzz with fish

th th

th th

Pangasius

Women SHGs and Individuals of Baksa district on a
Pisciculture Training and Exposure Visit in Assam

Women SHGs and Individuals of Baksa district at a Fish
Hatchery inAssam

A batch of Fishers and Farmers from Assam on a visit to the
State Referral Laboratory for Freshwater Aquaculture at
Kaikaluru, Krishna District,A.P., on 28 Feb 2014

Assam Fishers and Farmers on a visit to Shrimp Farm in
Krishna District,A.P., on 01 March 2014

Shri Rama Krishna Raju, ADF, Kaikaluru explaining the
activities of the State Referral Laboratory at Kaikaluru to the
visitingAssam Fish Farmers on 22 March 2014
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seed production and transportation related activities. They

found fish seed being put in Sintex water tanks to which are

connected oxygen cylinders on board the truck and

transported to States like Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, etc. The Assam farmers also learnt

how fish farmers in A.P. are undertaking shrimp culture

( ) in freshwater, and method of

farming. They also visited traditional fish market at

Aakiveedu.

L.vannamei Pangasius

A 5-day Exposure Visit of 25 Fish Farmers from Bishnupur

District of Manipur, lead by Shri Kh. Brajamani Meetei,

SMS (Fisheries), KVK (ICAR), Bishnupur, and sponsored

by NFDB, was undertaken from 20 to 31 March 2014 to

the State of Andhra Pradesh. First they had been to Nellore

District where they visited the Sterile Carp Seed Production

Hatchery of Prof. G.P.S. Rao, at Chellaipalem of

Buchireddypalem Mandal; the Modern and Hygienic Fish

Market constructed with NFDB assistance in Nellore town;

various Departments of the College of Fishery Science,

Muthukur; a Fish Feed Mill and a Coastal Fishing Village in

Nellore District.

Next, the team visited Kaikaluru (Mandal) in Krishna

District, and areas around Lake Kolleru for three days. They

visited IMC Production Farms, Pangassius Farm, Fish

Packing Units, etc. There was an interaction between the

participants and local resource persons. The participants

enquired about the farming technology of IMC mainly

Rohu, Catla and their management. One Dr. Satyanarayana

from Kaikaluru, a former Deputy Director, State Veterinary

& AH Department turned fish farmer, described in depth

about the farming and field level management.

th

4.3 Exposure Visit of Fish Farmers of Bishnupur

District, Manipur toAndhra Pradesh

The Manipur Fish Farmers got acquainted with the various

fisheries activities and felt enriched with the knowledge

they gained during the visit toAndhra Pradesh.

A 20-day exposure visit of 28 Fish Farmers and 3 Fisheries

Officials belonging to the North-Eastern State of Tripura,

sponsored by NFDB, was undertaken to Andhra Pradesh

and West Bengal from 25 May to 13 June 2014. InAndhra

Pradesh they visited places of aquaculture interest such as

Eluru, Kaikaluru,Aakiveedu, and on 2 June 2014 the team

visited NFDB Office for an interaction. The Chief

Executive addressed the Tripura Fish Farmers and enquired

about what they had experienced during their Exposure

Visit. The farmers explained about the practices being

adopted by them and how they differ from those practiced

in Andhra Pradesh. Subsequently, the Technical Officers at

NFDB explained to them the various Schemes suitable for

implementation in their State.

While in West Bengal the farmers visited places of interest

such as Howrah Fish Market, Bheris, Ornamental Fish

Centre, Food Park, Fisheries Institutes such as CIFRI

Barrackpore, CIFE Kolkata, etc.

th th

nd

4.4 Exposure Visit of Fish Farmers of Tripura to

Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal

Manipur Farmers at the Sterile Carp Hatchery at Chellaipalem
of Buchireddypalem Mandal, Nellore District,Andhra Pradesh

Manipur Farmers at one of the Pangasius Farms in Kaikaluru,
Krishna District ofAndhra Pradesh

Tripura Farmers at one of the Fish Farms in Kaikaluru, Krishna
District ofAndhra Pradesh
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5. Fisheries & Aquaculture Industry News

5.1 Nucleus Breeding Centre (NBC) of

Domesticated Tiger Shrimp Inaugurated at

Andaman Islands

The Nucleus Breeding Centre (NBC) of the Domestication

of Tiger Shrimp Project (DTSP) of the Rajiv Gandhi Centre

for Aquaculture (RGCA)/ Marine Products Export

Development Authority (MPEDA) at Kodiaghat in South

Andamans was dedicated to the Nation on Friday, the 28th

February 2014. The centre was inaugurated by Hon'ble

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry. The Facility has

been developed at a total cost of Rs. 50 crores.

On the same day the Hon'ble Union Minister also laid the

Foundation stone for the Multi-species Grouper Hatchery

at Rangachang, Andaman and the Broodstock

Multiplication Centre for Tiger Shrimp at Kanyakumari

district, Tamil Nadu, via satellite link.

The Domestication of Tiger Shrimp Project is an effort by

RGCA/MPEDA to preserve and promote aquaculture of

our native black tiger shrimp ( ) through

production of high quality SPF (Specific Pathogen Free)

Broodstock. The completion and commissioning of the

Broodstock Multiplication Centre at Kanyakumari, Tamil

Nadu would facilitate the production and supply of 50,000

SPF Tiger shrimp broodstock per annum to the Industry, by

sourcing SPF germplasm from the NBC at Andamans,

which would result in the production of about 100,000 MT

of quality tiger shrimp through aquaculture worth USD 1

billion and will go a long way in sustaining tiger shrimp

production and exports from India. (Source:

RGCA/MPEDA)

Penaeus monodon

5 . 2 C o l l e g e o f F i s h e r i e s M a n g a l o r e

Commercializes RapiDot Test Kit

The RapiDot or Rapid GolDot Kit, which has been in

development since 2000 and in field trial stage for the past

seven years, has been bought by VirbacAnimal Health Care

Limited., a French company involved in animal and fish

healthcare, said K.M. Shankar, Dean, College of Fisheries,

who developed the test.

The test can be used as an early detection tool of the shrimp

White Spot Virus that causes a loss of nearly Rs. 500 crore

annually to shrimp culture industry in the country, he said.

Within five minutes of placing the sample on the cassette of

the kit, the disease can be detected.

The diagnostic kit was based on monoclonal antibody

activity (preparing clones of the antibody or cells that are

released by the body when the virus enters), and is considered

to be a pioneering work, he said. “It is between 100 and 1000

times more sensitive, while also being 20 times cheaper than

the existing test for it” he said, and added that the test

developed by Japanese costs Rs. 400. While the RapiDot Kit

is being sold at Rs. 40 by the university now, mass

manufacture by the private company would ensure the cost is

reduced while the distribution network to farmers is

increased. “It will ultimately benefit the farmer,” said Mr.

Shankar. (Source:TheHindu,March8,2014)

“Each mother shrimp (which lays up to 5,00,000 eggs)

costs Rs. 10,000. So now, the farmer can test it immediately

before buying it. Or, if the farmer detects the virus early, he

can discard the shrimp before the virus spreads through his

farm”, said Mr. Shankar.

An Aerial View of Nucleus Breeding Centre for SPF Tiger
Shrimp at Kodiaghat, SouthAndaman Island (Source: RGCA)

Farmer-friendly RapiDot or Rpid-GolDot Test Kit developed
by College of Fisheries Mangalore, for detection of WSV in
shrimp (Source: Dr. K.M. Shankar)
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5.3 Technical Seminar on “Best Management

Practices in Aquaculture for Sustainable Increase

in Production of Fish and Shrimp”

A Technical Seminar on “Best Management Practices in

Aquaculture for Sustainable Increase in Production of Fish

and Shrimp” and “Discussion & Sharing of Experiences in

Early Mortality Syndrome (EMS) in Shrimp Farming” was

organised on 29 March 2014 under the auspices of Udda

Raju Ananda Raju Foundation, Bhimavaram, West

Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh. Experts from Israel,

Taiwan, Vietnam and India delivered lecture on various

topics viz., (i) 'Application of Bio-floc Technology in fish

th

and shrimp farming' by Dr. Yoram Avnimelech, (ii)

'Aquaculture environment remedies for disease prevention

and control – Focus on EMS' by Dr. Yew-Hu Chien, (iii)

'Some experiences and lessons learned from EMS in

Vietnamese shrimp farming' by Dr. Nguyen Van Hao, and

(iv) 'Modern approaches to genetic stock improvement of

fin fish and shell fish' by Dr K.R. Salin, College of

Fisheries, Kochi. In addition to presentation, there was

discussion on the EMS also.Ateam of Officers from NFDB

viz., Dr. P. Paul Pandian, Executive Director, Dr. Joshua, Sr.

Consultant, Shri Ramakrishna Rao, Executive, Dr. John

Samuel, Consultant and Dr. Suresh, Consultant attended

the seminar.

6. NFDB Staff News

6.1 Award to NFDB Officer

6.2 Dr. Ramendra Ch. Barman, Senior Executive

(Tech) posted to North East Regional Centre of

NFDB at Guwahati

Dr. M.V. Rao, IAS, Director General, NIRD and Chief

Executive, NFDB, received the prestigious 'CMO ASIA

Most Talented Rural Marketing Professionals of India'

award on 13 February 2014 at Mumbai, for his

contributions in the field of rural development, which

includes empowerment of fishers.

Dr. Ramendra Ch. Barman, Senior Executive (Tech),

NFDB, Hyderabad was transferred and posted as Officer-

in-Charge of the newly established North East Regional

Centre of the NFDB at Guwahati. He got relieved on 19

Feb 2014 at NFDB Hyderabad.

th

th

6.3 NFDB Bids Farewell to Outgoing Officers

(i) Dr. C.K. Murthy:

(ii) Sri B. Jagadeeswar Rao:

Dr. C.K. Murthy, Executive Director (Tech), who was on

deputation and served NFDB for 5 years, got relieved on

10 March 2014 to join his Parent Department, the

Department of Fisheries, Karnataka.

Sri B. Jagadeeswar Rao, working as Executive Assitant

(F&A) in the NFDB got relieved on 17 February 2014 to

join the service of Export Inspection Council of India,

Mumbai asAssistant Director (Non-Technical).

th

th

Dr. M.V. Rao, IAS, receiving the ‘Most Talented Rural

Marketing Professionals of India’ award on 13 February 2014
at Mumbai

th

Dr. C.K. Murthy, Executive Director, receiving a bouquet from
Dr. M.V. Rao, Chief Executive, on the occasion of his farewell.
Alsopresent is ShriC.Muralidharan,ExecutiveDirector (F&A)
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7. Popular Article

7.0 Health Capsule – 'Eating Fish Can Boost Good

Cholesterol Levels'

Increasing the intake of fish to a minimum of three to
four weekly meals can boost good cholesterol levels which

may provide protection against heart diseases, a new study

has found.

People who increased their intake of fatty fish had more

large High Density Lipoprotein (HDL) particles in their

blood than those who were less frequent eaters of fish, said

researchers at the University of Eastern Finland.

The study provides new information on how the

consumption of fish affects the size and lipid

concentrations of lipoproteins which transport lipids in the

blood, researchers said.

They observed that a higher intake of fish increased the

number of large HDL particles and lipids contained in

them. Population-based studies have shown that HDL

cholesterol also known as good cholesterol - and large HDL

particles are efficient in sweeping extra cholesterol off

artery walls.

Large HDL particles have been associated with reduced

risk of cardiovascular diseases, whereas small HDL

particles may even have opposite effects.

Positive changes in lipid metabolism were observed in

persons who increased their intake of fish most, i.e., in

persons who ate at least three to four fish meals per week.

The study participants ate fatty fish such as salmon,

rainbow trout, herring and vendace. No added butter or

cream was used in the preparation of fish.

The study does not give answers to whether a similar effect

would have been observed had the study participants

mainly eaten low-fat fish such as zander and perch,

researchers said. (Source: The Indian Express, March 04,

2014, citing Plos One Journal)

8. Announcements

8.1 Larval Fish Conference, August 17-21, 2014,

Quebec City, Quebec, Canada

8.2 International Conference on Recirculating

Aquaculture, August 22-24, 2014, The Hotel

Roanoke & Conference Center, Roanoke, Va., USA

The annual Larval Fish Conferences serve as the focal point

of the Early Life History Section of the American Fisheries

Society. The current conferences, which are hosted and

sponsored by various organisations throughout the world,

cover the complete spectrum of research -- from all habitats

and geographic locations -- related to fish early life history.

The 38th annual Larval Fish Conference will be held in

conjunction with the annual meeting of the American

Fisheries Society.

The Aquaculture Engineering Society (AES) Issues Forum

focuses on engineering solutions to specific aquaculture

challenges. The biennial International Conference on

Recirculating Aquaculture offers a wider scope of

aquaculture-related topics, including research, enterprise

and discovery, and unique opportunities for discussion.

Also explore new products and technologies at the trade

show.

8.3 GOAL 2014 - Global Outlook for Aquaculture

Leadership Conference, October 7-10, 2014, Ho

Chi Minh City, Vietnam

8.4 World Congress of Aquaculture and Fisheries,

October 16-18, 2014, Dalian, China

Global Aquaculture Alliance's (GAA's) “GOAL 2014”

Conference is to be held at Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam.

More than 300 seafood professionals and thought leaders

from around the world are expected to attend. It will

provide a venue at which leadership development,

cooperation and education are encouraged. Also at the

conference would be world's leading retailers representing

tens of thousands of outlets and hundreds of millions

having buying power.

This third annual conference will seek the views and

creative ideas of the international community in addressing

aquaculture and fishery issues in China. Presentations and

plenary sessions will discuss a broad spectrum of the most

recent advances in aquaculture and fisheries, with

particular interest in policy development. The congress will

include panels, paper and poster sessions, workshops,

exhibits and social gatherings that help foster a fruitful

exchange of information and ideas. (Source: The GAA)



 
 Matsya Samridhi 

 

 

  National Fisheries Development Board      
 Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India, 

           “Fish Building" Pillar No:235, PVNR Expressway, SVPNPA Post,Hyderabad-500052. 
             Tel: + 91 - 040 - 24000103/24015553; Fax: + 91 - 040 - 24015568/24015552 

  E-Mail: info.nfdb@nic.in; Web: http://nfdb.gov.in, 
Helpline Number: 040-24000100  

Application for Financial Assistance 
 

(A) General Information: 
1 Name of  Applicant / Organization   

S/o  / D/o  / W/o  
2 Status  Farmer Fisher FCS SHG Entrepr. State Govt. Quasi Govt.  Others (*) 
3 Category(*) General OBC SC ST Women Differently abled Minority Others 
4 Address Address for communication Project Address 

Door no / Street  
 

 

Village/Mandal/Taluk  
 

 

District, State, Pin code  
 

 

Land Phone: Mobile: E-mail: 
 

(B) Project Details: 
5 Name of the activity  

 
6 Assets available (*) Land  Own  Lease Building Yes No Machinery Yes No 
7 Whether trained / 

Experienced in relevant field 
Yes No 8.   Whether any assistance received earlier for 

similar project 
Yes No 

9 Components Details No of  
Units Unit Cost (Rs.) Total Cost (Rs.) 

 (a) Capital Cost     
      
      
      
 (b) Operational Cost     
      
      
      
 (c) Total     

10 Source of Funds (Rs.) 
 

Bank Loan (*)  Own 
Finance 

NFDB 
Assistance  

Total (Rs.) 

    
11 Expected Output Production (Kgs) Gross Income (Rs.) Net Income (Rs.) 

   
12 No. of  Beneficiaries General OBC SC ST Minority Women Others 

       
13 Whether Project Report enclosed , If project cost is more than Rs. one lakh (*) Yes  No 
(*) Enclose relevant documents/Photographs etc., 

 
(C) Declaration of Applicant:  This is to certify that, I/we ………………………. son/daughter of ………………….hereby    
declare that the information  furnished above  is true to  my knowledge and belief and all relevant documents are enclosed.  

 
           Date:                                 Place:                                               Signature: 

 
(D)  Declaration of Recommending/ Implementing Agency: This is to certify that, the information furnished by the 
applicant has been verified. The project is technically feasible and economically viable. The project is recommended for sanction 
for Rs. …………..Lakh (Rupees…………………………………………………………) as assistance from NFDB. The project 
will be periodically monitored. The UC in prescribed GFR format alongwith progress report, photographs etc., will be furnished 
every quarter to NFDB. The bank details are given below. 

 
14 Account Holder Name Name of the Bank Branch Account no Bank IFSC Code 
  

     

 
  Date:                                  Place:                                                 Signature: 

                  Designation  
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………....................................................
For NFDB Use 

Date of Receipt Dak Number Enclosures Sanction 
Date Amount 
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